abolishing Feudalism in 1870 was the signal
to toll the knell of Bushido. The edict,
issued two years later, prohibiting the wear-
ing of swords, rang out the old, " the
unbought grace of life, the cheap defence
of nations, the nurse of manly sentiment
and heroic enterprise," it rang in the new
age of " sophisters, economists, and calcu-
lators/'

It has been said that Japan won her late
war with China by means of Murata guns
and Krupp cannon; it has been said the
victory was the work of a modern school
system; but these are less than half-truths.
Does ever a piano, be it of the choicest
workmanship of Ehrbar or Steinway, burst
forth into the Rhapsodies of Liszt or the
Sonatas of Beethoven, without a master's
hand? Or, if guns win battles, why did
not Louis Napoleon beat the Prussians
with his Mitrailleuse, or the Spaniards
with their Mausers the Filipinos, whose
arms were no better than the old-fashioned
Remingtons ? Needless to repeat what has
grown a trite saying that it is the spirit that
quickeneth, without which the best of imple-
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